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began to revolve, and to the accompaniment of cheers
and cries of astonishment from the onlookers, the Cler-
mont, with forty passengers on board, began to move.
Very slowly at first, but with gradually gathering speed
she moved up the stream. Some of the people tried to
keep pace with her, but they quickly tired, for the Cler-
mont did not stop or break down as everyone had ex-
pected. Soon she was out of sight of New York, and was
steaming between the green banks of the river. Here
and there crowds of people collected and stood gaping
at the unusual sight, and so the strange new craft steamed
on, without oars or sails to aid her, until she reached
Albany one hundred and fifty miles away. She had
completed the voyage in thirty-two hours. Robert
Fulton's dream had come true, and the derision of those
who had called him a fool had come back upon their
own heads. The first voyage of the Clermont had been
a success, and within a short time there was a regular
steamboat service on the Hudson.

Years later, in 1813, when the States were again at
war with Great Britain, Robert Fulton designed the
first steam-driven warship. This second wrar between
the two countries was a stupid war without any real
cause. Britain at the time was at war with France, and
having command of the seas, she was doing her best
to starve the enemy by blockading French harbours.
This meant that many American ships were seized or
prevented from delivering their cargoes at French ports,
and as the years went on, American trade began to
suffer considerably. Americans at that time, as in later
years, were not quick to see beyond their own shores.